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Abstract

This research aims to examine: 1) the social contexts influencing students’ educational
pathways under conditions of educational inequality; 2) the factors contributing to the
development of a growth mindset among students; and 3) the role of family, schools, and
society in supporting students’ educational pathways. This study employed a qualitative
research approach, using in-depth interviews, narrative journals, and pictorial ethnography as
data collection methods. The key informants consisted of 77 participants from 12 schools
across 10 provinces in Thailand. The participants were selected through purposive sampling
from schools participating in programs supported by the Equitable Education Fund (EEF), which
focuses on supporting academically capable students from disadvantaged economic
backgrounds. Data were analyzed using content analysis. The findings reveal that students’
educational pathways are not determined solely by individual ability but are significantly
influenced by social structures, including economic inequality, the education system,
educational expenses, and teacher workload. However, students who were able to develop a
growth mindset often received emotional and social support from family members, teachers,
and significant individuals in their lives, and tended to have clear aspirations and life goals.
The study suggests that the development of a growth mindset cannot be separated from the
context of social inequality, and that reducing educational inequality requires both structural-

level interventions and individual-level support.
Keywords: Educational inequality, Growth mindset, Disadvantaged students, Social structure
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